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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

City  and  County  of  Lichfield. 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
City,  and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

As  in  previous  years,  tills  report  contains  information  derived  from  other 
Officers  of  the  Council,  and  from  sources  outside  the  Council.  1  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  this  cooperation. 

The  year  was,  in  my  view,  one  of  solid  progress,  as  the  health  statistics 
remained,  in  general,  very  satisfactory,  while  improvements  were  effected  in 
relation  to  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses,  in  food  hygiene  and  in  the  standard 
achieved  in  the  reopened  public  swimming  hath. 

I  would  thank  the  Members  and  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
help  and  support  during  1961. 


C.E.  JAMISON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Guildhall , 
August,  1961. 


' 


GL’NERAL  STATISTICS 


Particulars  of  area,  jjopulation,  number  of  inhabited  houses,  total 
rateable  value  of  all  property  subject  to  rates  and  the  product  of  a  penny 
rate  are  set  out  below  in  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years:- 


Area  (in  acres)  . . .  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

3,597 

Population  . 

•  •  ♦  ©  •  • 

•  •  • 

14,240 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

4,362 

Total  Rateable  Value  of  Property  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

£183,189 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

£750 

The  population  shown  is,  on  this  occasion,  based  on  the  census  carried 
out  during  the  year,  and  is  therefore  more  reliable  than  some  of  the  figure 
estimated  for  earlier  years.  The  increase  in  population,  houses,  rateable 
value  of  property  and  product  of  a  penny  rate  all  demonstrate  the  rapid 
growth  now  taking  place  in  the  City. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  principal  figures  are  sot  out  in  the 

following 

table:- 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

145 

148 

293 

Illegitimate 

10 

7 

17 

Totals 

155 

155 

310 

Live  Birth  Rate  x^e*1  1,000  Population  -  21.8 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

6 

12 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

7 

6 

13 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and 

Still  Births  -  40. 

2 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Week  of  Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

5 

1 

4 

. 


Total 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks  of  Age  Male 

Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate 

Totals  3 


Female 


1 


1 


Neonatal  Death  Hate  per  1  ,000  Live  Births  ~  12.9 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Tear  of  Ago  Male  Female 


Legit imate 
Illegitimate- 


Totals 


3  1 


3 


Infant  Death  Hate  per  1,000  Live  Births  -  12.9 


4 


4 


Total 

4 


4 


Deaths  (All  Ages) 

Death  Rate  (All  Ages)  per 


Male 

Female 

Total 

87 

93 

180 

,000  Population  - 

■12.6 

It  will  be  seen  that  one  birth  in  every  18,  live  and  still,  was  an 
illegitimate  one,  this  figure  comparing  with  one  in  28  in  I960,  one  in  24  in 
1959,  one  in  15  in  1958  and  one  in  22  in  1957.  It  is  rather  surprising  that 
this  figure  should  vary  quite  so  much  from  year  to  ye ar.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  only  one  stillbirth  and  no  infant  death  occurred  in  an  illegitimate 
child,  the  question  of  comparing  the  relative  incidences  in  legitimate  and 
illegitimate  children  does  not  arise. 

The  following  ta.ble  shows  how  the  statistics  for  1961,  in  general, 
compare  with  those  of  previous  years: - 


a. 


,r 

bear 

1 

i 

1 

Estimated 

Population 

Live 

Birth 

Rato 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

1 

Infant 

Death  Rate 

1952 

10,870 

15.7 

22.9 

10.1 

11.6 

1953 

10,930 

17.8 

25.0 

16.8 

30.7 

1954 

10,930 

20.1 

30.8 

11.8 

45.4 

1955 

10,890 

17.2 

20.7 

12.0 

42.3 

1956 

11 ,050 

19.5 

22.7 

12.2 

18.6 

1957 

11 ,190 

20.1 

26. 0 

11.6 

26.7 

1958 

11 ,510 

21.4 

39.0 

12.4 

24.4 

1959 

12,180 

17.6 

13.7 

12.7 

18.6 

I960 

12,840 

22.0 

20.8 

14.2 

24.8 

1961 

14,240 

1  „ 

21.8 

i 

40.2 

12.6 

_ 

12.9 

- - - — — 

I  remarked  in  my  report  last  year  that  the  birth  and  death  rates  then 
recorded  appeared  rather  larger  than  they  really  were  by  reason  of  being  based 
on  an  estimated  population  known  to  be  smaller  than  the  actual  figure. 
Following  the  census  of  last  year,  this  anomaly  has  ( of  course,  been  eliminated, 
and  both  rates  therefore  show/  some  consequent  reduction.  In  the  case  of  the 
stillbirth  and  infant  death  rates  which,  not  being  based  on  population,  arc 


more  readily  comparable  with  previous  years,  the  stillbirth  rate  was  the 
highest  for  a  nuiiber  of  years,  while  the  infant  death  rate  was  the  lowest 
for  nine  years.  It  is  notable  that  all  the  infant  deaths  recorded  as 
occurring  during  the  first  year  of  life  actually  occurred  before  the  end  of 
the  first  week.  Taking  these  two  facts  together,  it  is  obvious  that,  on  at 
least  this  occasion,  the  local  figures  fully  demonstrate  the  tendency  shown 
in  the  national  figures  for  infant  deaths  after  the  first  week  or  two  of 
life  to  show  a  very  satisfactory  reduction,  due  to  improved  child  care  and 
treatment,  while  stillbirths  and  infant  deaths  in  the  few  weeks  after  birth, 
due  to  quite  different  censes,  do  not  show  any  considerable  reduction,  where 
any  is  shown  at  all, 

After  adjusting  the  local  figures,  where  appropriate,  in  accordance  with 
the  comparability  factors  provided  by  the  Registrar  General.  ,to  allow  for  the 
variation  in  age  between  the  local  population  and  that  of  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole,  the  following  table  shows  the  comparison  between  national  and 

local  figures 


lure  a 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rato 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

Lichfield 

1 9.6 

40.2 

12.9 

12.9 

10.7 

England  and  Wales 

17.4 

18.7 

15.1 

21.4 

12.0 

It  will  be  seen  that  all  these  rates  except  the  stillbirth  rate,  already 
referred  to,  compare  well  with  the  national  figures. 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  City  who  died  during  1961,  regardless  of  where  the  deaths 
actually  occurred:- 


1 

Dises.se 

Total 

Total  | 

I 

Total 

Total 

Total 

1961 

1956 

1957  | 

l 

1958 

1 959 

I960 

M 

P 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis 

— . 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

■— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

—  — 

Other  Infective  and 
Parasitic  Disease 

[  t 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of 
Stomach 

4 

1 

1 

3 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

5 

3 

1 

2 

5 

8 

— 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of 
Breast 

3 

5 

1 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of 
Uterus 

i  1 

2 

1 

j 

j 

i 

1 

} 

— 

1 

1 

1 

I 

j 

t 


Disease 

Total 

Total 

Total  ■ 

Total 

Total 

1961 

1956 

1957 

1958  j 

1959 

J 

I960 

M 

F 

Total 

Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic 

■ 

— f. 

: 

— 

Neoplasms 

13 

12 

11  * 

20 

13 

9 

10 

19 

Leukaemia  and  Alcuka.emia 

1 

|  t .  .. 

-  | 

0 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

2  ! 
f 
1 

2 

2 

Nervous  System 

17 

14 

20 

24 

29 

14 

15 

29 

Coronary  Disease  and  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart 

9 

8 

8 

10 

23 

16 

11 

27 

Disease 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 tlier  Heart  Disease 

27 

26 

20 

19 

22 

10 

10 

20 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

6 

11 

6 

1 3 

6 

5 

11 

16 

Influenza 

— 

4 

! 

8 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

4 

4 

6 

1 

6 

7 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

5 

3 

12 

7 

6 

3 

5 

8 

System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

1 

1 

3 

6 

4 

3 

3 

Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

2 

— — 

2 

— — 

—  — 

4 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea 

l 

—  — 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

2 

4 

3 

2 

2 

— — 

— — 

Abortion 

[  - 

_ 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Diseases 

14 

23 

33 

23 

42 

9 

10 

19 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

1 

2 

!  2 

3 

i  1 

All  Other  Accidents 

7 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of 

1 

1 

2 

1  1 

2 

—  — 

War 

1 

} 

j 

1; 

— 

_ 

All  Diseases 

f 

|  1 35  j  130 

! 

;  143 

J  155 

• 

183 

87 

97 

180 

•  \  fc 


Apart  from  the  infant  deaths  : 
occurred  in  a  child  of  2  years,  no 
years,  24  deaths  between  15  years 
over  65  years.  As  in  other  years, 
groups  end  in  females  in  older  age 


mentioned  in  an  earlier  paragraph,  one  death 
deaths  between  the  ages  of  5  years  and  15 
and  65  years  and  the  remaining  deaths  at  ages 
deaths  in  males  predominated  in  younger  age 
groups,  duo  to  the  greater  longevity  of  the 


female  as  compared  with  the  male . 


It  is  notable  that,  as  in  all  recent  years. 


no 


child  died  from  the  acute 


infectious  diseases  formerly,  and  in  some  cases  still,  common  in  childhood,  and 
that,  taking  infectious  diseases  as  a.  whole,  only  influenza,  pneumonia  and 

ranee  of 
no  doubt  due 


bronchitis  caused  any  considerable  number  of  deaths.  The  prepondc 
females  among  the  victims  of  the  last  three  diseases  mentioned  was 


to  the  fact  that  most  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  elderly  persons.  An  example 
of  this  is  the  fact  that  one  of  the  four  people  dying  from  influenza  was  over 
90  years  of  age,  a  further  two  over  80  years  and  the  fourth  also  over  /0  years 
of  ago.  It  is  obvious  that  these  deaths,  though  infectious  in  origin,  are 
tending  to  occur,  in  their  more  fatal  form,  as  terminal  events  rather  than  as 
diseases  which  markedly  shorten  life. 


In  tno  case  of  the  various  cancers,  with  the  exception  of  lung  cancer, 
the  position  was  broadly  similar.  Lung  cancer  was ,  ho". .'ever,  a  very  notable 
exception,  in  that  deaths  occurred  at  ages  as  young  as  33  and  42  years,  the 
majority  occurring  in  j.iiddle  age.  In  spite  of  the  recent  statement  made  on 
"behalf  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  and  accepted  by  the  G-overament, 
on  the  causal  link  between  heavy  smoking,  particularly  of  cigarettes,  and 
lung  cancer,  it  appears  to  be  clear  that  the  public,  as  a  whole,  are  not 
willing  to  modify  their  smoking  habits,  and  that  any  local  anti-smoking 
propaganda  is  unlikely  to  be  effective  in  any  significant  degree  while 
commercial  advertising  of  tobacco  in  its  various  forms  is  allowed  to 
continue. 


Once 
occurring 
abort  ion. 


again,  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  no  death 
during  the  year  resulted  from  either  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 


Both  the  accidental  deaths  due  to  causes  other  than  traffic  accidents 
occurred  in  elderly  g>ersons,  one  being  due  to  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the 
femur  and  the  other  to  coal  ga.s  poisoning,  both  very  common  causes  of 
accident  and  death  in  the  elderly. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the  various  infectious 
diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  notified  in  1961,  and  also,  for  comparison, 
the  number  of  cases  notified  in  each  of  the  proceeding  ten  years:- 


!  ! 

DISEASE  1951  |  1952 

I 

1953 

j 

1954 

1 

1935 

: 

:  1 956 
| 

1957  :  1958 
) 

i  . 

r 

1959 

i960 

1961 

Measles  1  1 2  ;  23 

i  ) 

248 

— 

127 

!  9 

t  2 

215 

52 

209 

194 

320 

j 

Whooping 

Cough  [  65 

§ 

  i  , 

1 

86 

2 

7 

11 

13 

1 

34 

— 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

4 

1 

— ■ 

2 

4 

r~> 

dl 

3 

_ 

7 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

~r 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Paralytic 

Po 1 i 0 mye litis 

1  ■  1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

,  1  .»  — 

— 

j 

Encephalitis  j 

8 

i 

"***  f  L  J*" 

1 

1 

_  .1 

— 

- .  

. 

1 

Dysentery  J  2 

.  _  -  - 

l 

1  1 

■ 

— 

7 

20 

— 

—  ! 

_ 

1 

1 

- - — 

1 

Food 

Poisoning 

— 

— 

3 

4 

O 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

15 

1 

4 

1 

6 

L 

0 

tL 

1 

12 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

8 

_i 

1 

— 

17 

8 

g 

4 

b 

17 

! 

7 

4 

8 

8 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

_ 

* 

i 

[  1  j  1 

L  J 

1 

6 

j 

1 

. 


! 


Measles  has  been  unusually  prevalent  during  the  lag 


t  few  years,  taken 


together,  and  it  will  he  noted  tliat  the  figure  for  1 961  is  the  largest  of 
all  the  years  listed.  As  most  young  children  who  have  not  already  had  the 
disease  are  susceptible  to  it,  it  follows  that,  when  an  epidemic  occurs,  it 
usually  affects  the  greater  part  of  the  pool  of  susceptible  children  that 
has  grown  up  since  the  last  outbreak.  It  is  possible  that  the  influx  of 
families  with  young  children  into  the  City  may  now  be  affecting  both  the 
biennial  pattern  of  incidence  which  has  up  till  now  characterised  the 
disease  and  the  number  of  susceptible  children  liable  to  be  involved  in 
each  individual  outbreak.  Although  the  disea.se  was  again  of  a  mild 
cha.ra.cter,  and  did  not  cause  any  dea.ths,  it  does  cause  a  great  deal  of 
inconvenience,  particularly  in  those  families  where  both  parents  go  out  to 
work.  It  is  fortunate  that  there  is  now  good  hope  that  prophylactic 
inoculation  against  the  disease  will  be  available  within  a  reasonable  period 
of  time. 


The  complete  absence  of  any  cases  of  ’..'hooping  cough,  diphtheria  and 
poliomyelitis  from  the  list  of  cases  notified  is  a  welcome  reward  for  the 
considerable  effort  which  family  doctors,  clinic  and  school  staff  have  put 
into  the  very  important  and  necessary  work  of  protecting  infants  and  older 
children  against  these  diseases. 


is, 


In  the  case  of  scarlet  fever,  the  freedom  from  any  outbreak  of  infection 
of  course,  due  to  other  factors,  mentioned  in  my  last  report. 


The  cases  of  dysentery  and  food  poisoning  were  sporadic  ones,  unrelated 
to  any  other  known  ca.ses.  Routine  precautions  were  advised.  No  spread  of 

infection  occurred. 


Although,  as 
notified,  no  ca.se 


in  the  previous  year,  8  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were 
of  serious  infection  was  revealed  by  invostigation. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Two  new  oases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
both  occurring  in  females,  one  of  52  years  and  the  other  of  39  years.  No 
case  of  non -pulmonary  tuberculosis  wa.s  notified. 

One  death  resulted  from  tuberculosis  in  1961,  occurring  in  a  man  of  4-0 
years  who  had  been  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  a  chronic  form 
for  a  number  of  years. 


The  following  table  shows  how  the  present  picture 

earlier  years:- 


compares  with  that  of 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

-Pulmonary 

! 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmon  ary 

1 

M 

F 

HrJ 

~T 

1  F 

i 

Ti  ‘ 

F 

M 

F 

1946 

5 

1 

3 

1 

}  i 

! 

2 

1 

— 

1 94-7 

4 

o 

c _ 

1 

i  1 

2 

1 

1 

— — 

194-8 

6 

7 

2 

2 

3 

!  ~ 

1 94-9 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

— 

1950 

1  3 

3 

3 

3 

I 

|  3 

— - 

— 

1 

♦ 

* 

j 

I 


i  New  Cases  |  Deaths 

i _ _ _ ! _ 

i  ( 


Tear 

! 

Pulmonary 



Non-Pulmonary 

i 

i 

Pulmonary  1 

1 

l 

Non -Pulmo nary 

1.1 

F 

M  i 

| 

F 

M 

T 

F  | 

M 

F 

1951 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1952 

rr 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1953 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1954 

4 

2 

A 

\ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1955 

3 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

!■  i 

— 

1956 

4 

— 

! 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1957 

1 

j 

1958 

1 

1 

' 

J  - 

j 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— — 

1959 

:  2 

— 

1 

j  1 

— 

•  — — 

1 

I960 

1 

1 

1 

j  i 

! 

1 

}  2 

• 

j 

- 

It  will  be  seen  that  new  cases  of  pulmonary  infections  maintained  the  low 
level  of  recent  years,  that,  as  in  all  recent  ’.'-ears  except  I960,  the  non- 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  did  not  occur,  and  that  the  one  death,  resulting 
from  an  old  infection,  continues  the  trend  of  recent  years. 

Arrangements  for  diagnosis,  treatment  and  surveillance  of  patients  and 
investigation  of  contacts  remained  as  in  recent  years. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMIQDATION 

The  principal  difficulties  continued  to  be  in  the  hospitalisation  of 
maternity  and  elderly  chronic  sick  patients.  In  spite  of  slightly  increased 
provision  of  beds  for  the  former,  demands  of  expectant  mothers  preferring 
hospital  to  domiciliary  confinements  still  exceeded  supply.  In  the  case  of  the 
elderly,  the  increased  number  of  hospital  beds  expected  aid  not  materialise 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Domiciliary  investigation  was  carried  out  where 
necessary  in  both  maternity  end  elderly  chronic  sick  patients,  through  County 
Council  staff,  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  beds  available  were  allocated  to 
those  most  in  need. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  194-8  AND  1951. 

Once  again,  it  was  possible  to  avoid  the  use  ex’  powers  for  the  conpulsary 
removal  of  any  person  to  either  hostel  or  hospital  during  the  year. 

VENENSAL  DISEASES 


Arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  continued  unchanged. 
Occasional  press  publicity  was  given  to  these  arrangement s ,  in  order  uo  ensure 
that  they  would  be  known  to  any  person  in  need  of  either  advice  or  treatment. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


These  arrangements,  also,  continued 


as  m  previous  years. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  piped  water  supplies  was 
continued  as  in  previous  gears,  all  samples  proving  to  be  satisfactory. 
Examination  of  private  water  supplies  was  also  carried  out  as  required,  and 
all  necessary  action  taken  where  unsatisfactory  results  we re  obtained. 


PUBLIC  SWBliING  BATH 

Sampling  of  water  was  carried  out  regularly  during  the  season,  and 
showed  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 

POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1955. 

I  have  received,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
details  of  1 2  samples  of  milk  and  63  samples  of  other  foods  of  a  wide  variety, 
and  of  a  certain  number  of  drags,  taken  by  the  County  Council,  in  its  capacity 
as  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority,  in  Lichfield.  All  samples  were  reported  to  be 
’genuine'  in  composition,,  labelling  etc. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  laboratory  investigations  on  other 
samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  in  the  City  and  tested  for  cleanliness  and, 
in  appropriate  cases,  for  the  efficiency  of  the  pasteurisation  or  sterilisation 
processes:- 


TSST 


Type  of  Milk 

Methylene 
.  Blue 

(Cleanliness) 

Phosphat  ase 
(Efficient 

Pp.st  eurisation) 

Turbidity 

(Efficient 

Sterilisation) 

Sat. 

Unsat . 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

54 

9 

69 

Pasteurised 

31 

- 

35 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

-  ! 

30 

— 

Totals 

85 

r 

"  ! 

104 

. . — 

30 

It  will  be  seen  that,  for  the  third  consecutive  year,  all  samples  proved 
to  be  satisfactory  in  relation  to  the  qualities  for  which  they  were  tested. 

Details  of  work  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  for  or  sold  to  the  public,  and  the  investigation  of  complaints  by  the 
public  about  food  purchased,  will,  as  usual,  be  found  in  Mr.  Pineron's  section 
of  the  report. 


HOUSING. 

The  ye  aw  wa.s  again  one  of  reasonable  progress  in  the  rehousing  of  families 
from  unfit  houses  which  had  been  the  subject  of  statutory  and  administrative 
action  in  earlier  years,  8  families  being  rehoused  from  such  property  into  new 
houses  and  14  into  rclet  houses  during  the  year,  while  46  families  were 
rehoused  by  reason  of  general  needs  and  24  families  in  accordance  with,  the 


overspill  program®.  During  the  same  period,  unfortunately,  the  number 
of  families  on  the  waiting  list  increased  from  423  at  the  beginning  of  the  vear 
to  518  at  the  end. 

Due  to  this,  and  the  relatively  large  number  of  houses,  51 ,  represented 
for  clearance  in  the  previous  year,  similar  action  in  i 961  was  restricted  to 
the  following  houses:- 


Property 

Action  Taken 

70,  Burton  Old  Road, 

Undertaking  accepted, 

Lichfield. 

1 7th  May,  1 961 . 

134,  and  136,  Bea.con  Street, 

Demolition  Orders, 

Lichfield. 

9th  October,  1961. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  2/ear,  however,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Council 
to  report  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  on d  Local  Government  on  the  progress  that 
had  then  been  made  in  the  clearance  of  the  unfit  houses  included  in  its  first 
five -year  programme,  and  on  the  further  programme  which  could  now  he  envisaged. 
It  was  possible  to  report  that,  of  the  160  houses  included  in  the  original 
programme,  121  houses  had  already  been  dealt  with,  while  statutory  action  had 
already  been  initiated  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  containing  a  further  36 
houses,  with  a.  view  to  clearance  and  redevelopment.  It  therefore  appeared 
reasonable  to  estimate  that  the  first  five-year  programme  could  be  completed 
within  a  period  of  1 8  months  from  that  time.  In  the  light  of  this  and  further 
information  derived  from  a  survey  of  those  remaining  houses  considered  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  the  Council  resolved  to  submit  a  further  five-year 
programme  comprising  210  unfit  houses  to  the  Minister.  The  Minister  later 
approved  this  programme.  It  is  fair  to  say  that,  when  this  further  programme 
has  been  completed,  trie  slum- clearance  problem  of  the  City  will  be,  if  not 
completely  eliminated,  a.t  least  well  on  its  way  to  solution. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  -  1959. 


Particulars  relating  to  inspections  under  the  Factory  Acts  are  set  out 
in  the  following  table;  - 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Occupiers 

Factories  on 

In spections 

Written  Notices 

Prosecuted 

Register 

85 

75 

— 

3 

Nil 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  defects  found,  and  action  taken  to 
remedy  them:- 


Particulars  of 

Defect 

Defects 

Pound 

Defects 

Remedied 

Defects 

Referred 

Prosecutions 

Instituted 

To  II. M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable 

i 

1 

temperature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Particulars  of 

Defects 

Defects 

Defects 

Referred 

Prosecutions 

Defect 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  E.M. 
Inspector 

Instituted 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffect ive  drain age 
of  floors 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Information  relating  to  outworkers  is  set  out  below  in  the  prescribed 

form:  - 


Nature  of 

Work 

No.  of 
Outworkers 
on  List 

No.  of 
Defaults  in 
Sending  List 
to  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
in  Failure  to 
Supply  Lists 

No.  of 
Instances 
of  work  in 
Unwholesome 
Places 

Noticed 

Served 

Wearing  Apparel 

Making 

Cleaning 

Washing 

1 

Nil 

• 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

In  addition  to  routine  inspections  of  factories,  visits  are  made  to  the 
building  sites  in  the  City.  During  the  year,  five  sites  were  inspected 
regarding  the  provision  of  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  use  of 
employees.  Conditions  at  two  sites  vero  satisfactory.  Informal  notices  in  tbs 
other  three  cases  were  complied  with. 


REPORT  OF  ThD  CITY  SURVEYOR 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  upheaval  in  the  Health 
services.  The  public  bath  modernisation  was  completed  and  the  baths  were 
re-opened  on  1st  July,  1961,  and.  have  proved  extremely  popular,  and  very  well 
attended  throughout  the  whole  of  the  time  since  they  were  opened. 

The  schools  have  taken  up  the  whole  of  the  week  days  during  the  terms, 
and  there  has  been  a  demand  for  private  bookings  for  the  later  evening  session 
during  the  winter. 


The  Council  refuse  tip  at  Ponesfield  was  closed  in  June  19t>1  and  tipping 
commenced  at  a  new  site  at  Siienstone  Brickworks,  off  the  Birmingham  Road, 
approximately  2y  miles  from  the  centre  of  Lichfield.  This  change  of  tip 
removed  a  considerable  amount  of  nuisance  from  the  Ponesf ield/Curborough  Road 
area,  but  the  changeover  involved  an  amount  of  reorganisation,  and  thus  the^ 
collection  services  suffered  considerable  disruption.  Also,  the  Shenstone  ^ip 
was  not  provided  with  the  necessary  facilities  when  it  was  opened,  and, although 
ever;/  effort  has  been  made,  these  have  still  not  been  completed,  with 
particular  reference  to  fa.cilitics  for  dealing  with  salvage.  Further, .  onl;y 
recently  has  the  necessary  fencing  been  provided  to  prevent  paper  blowing  away 


from  two 


tip,  and  this  matter 
this  winter. 


aggravated  by  the  unusually  strong  gales  of 


A  certain  amount  of  work  has  keen  done  on  the  collection  of  the  records  of 
public  sewers  within  the  City,  and  it  is  hoped  to  make  a  considerable  improvement 
in  these  records  during  the  ensuing  year*  The  Council  have  been  fortunate  in 
that  no  serious  faults  have  arisen  in  the  sewerage  system  during  the  year,  apart 
from  the  serious  overloading  which  applies  to  practically  the  whole  of  the 
district,  and  particularly  to  the  main  foul  and  northern  surface  water  outfalls. 

A  preliminary  investigation  has  revealed  the  need  for  a  major  reconstruction  of 
these  outfalls,  and  it  is  hoped  to  'prepare  and  carry  out  the  first  stage  of  this 
work  during  the  coning  year*  This  first  stage  vdll  relate  to  the  enlargement 
and  replacement  of  the  existing  surface  water  culverts  in  the  Net  her  stowe  area. 


The  new  surface  water  outfall  for  the  Trent  Valley  area  was  completed 
during  the  year,  and  the  brook  that  received  this  outfall  cleared  out. 

The  provision  of  sewerage  for  the  Central  Area  has  been  largely  completed, 
this  serving  the  new  Fire,  Ambulance  and  Bus  Stations  in  addition  to  the  new 
shopping  area.. 


The  public  conveniences  in  The  Friary  and  The  Recreation  Ground  have  been 
redecorated,,  A  handwashing  machine  has  been  installed  on  trial  in  The  Friary 
mens'  convenience,  and  this  has  proved  very  satisf actory  in  operation.  It  is 
proposed  to  install  A  of  these,  but  incorporating  heating  plant  for  the  water, 
during  the  coming  year  in  the  following  conveniences:-  Friary  (Gents), 

Bird  Street  (Gents),  Bird  Street  (Ladies)  and  Market  Square  (Ladies). 


It  is  intended  to  complete  the  redecoration  of  the  conveniences,  and  to 
carry  out  a  certain  amount  of  improvement  wrorks  during  the  ensuing  year,  with 
particular  reference  to  the  provision  of  improved  lighting  and  deodorisation. 

The  turnstile  has  been  removed  from  the  ladies  Market  Street  convenience,  and 
the  measure  has  been  very  favourably  received,  although  of  course  this  has 
caused  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the  City. 


REPORT  OF 


TEE  RIB LIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 


Investigation  of  Complaints 


Apart  from  complaints  by  post  and  those  received  ’while  in  the  course  of 
duty,  301  complaints  were  made  by  householders  at  the  office.  This  figure  is 
almost  the  same  as  that  for  the  preceding  year.  During  recent  years  the 
public  have  become  more  hygiene-minded,  and  there  has  been  a  charge  of  emphasis 
as  regards  the  nature  of  the  duties  of  Public  Health  Inspectors.  Information 
I  have  received  from  Inspectors  in  other  towns  shews  that  similar  changes  have 
occurred  in  all  districts.  Many  conditions  which  passed  unnoticed  years  ago 
are  no  longer  acceptable  to  the  public.  Housing  conditions  complained  of 
included  obstructed  and/or  defective  drains,  leaking  house  roofs  and  ea.ves 
gutters  as  well  as  dampness  from  other  causes ,  broken  wall  and  ceiling  plaster 
and  defective  doors  and  windows.  The  total  number  of  such  complaint s  was  243» 
There  were  12  complaints  relating  to  food,  9  in  regard  to  smoke  nuisances  and 
35  respecting  rats  or  mice. 

As  I  have  no  assistance  in  this  work,  it  will  be  realised  that  inspections 
and  re inspect ions  arising  out  of  complaints  toko  up  a  considerable  part  of  my 

t  a  I  -  -O . 


On  two  occasions 
women's  organisations, 
which  many  people  now 
of  health. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

during  the  year  Linder  review* I  addressed  meetings  of 
Clean  air  and  clean  food  seem  to  be  the  two  tilings 
regard  as  being  of  paramount  importance  in  the  promotion 


There  appears  to  be 
national  scale  to  ensure 


a  growing  feeling  that  the  measures  being  taken  on  a 
a  clean  atmosphere  are  hardly  what  they  might  be. 


/ 


In  particular,  many  citizens  are  concerned  about  the  increasing  volume  of 
atmospheric  pollution  caused  by  fumes  from  road  vehicles. 


As  regards  food  supplies,  there  are  many  housewives  who  feel  that  more 
snould  be  done  in  connection  v/ith  facilities  for  personal  hygiene  in  mobile 
shops.  The  fact  that  no  specific  danger  to  dealth  has  been  associated  with  the 
delivery  of  unwrapped  bread  does  not  impress  the  more  discerning  citizen.  The 
feeling  is  that  on  aesthetic  grounds  alone  the  time  dishonoured  practice  of 
unwrapped  loaves  of  bread  being  delivered  by  motor-van  drivers  should  be 
discontinued.  In  this  connection,  it  is  interesting  to  record  that  some  pioneers 
in  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene  have  held  the  view  that  all  sanitary 
reforms  have  their  origins  in  aesthetic  considerations. 


HOUSING 

Preliminary  inspections  were  made  at  a  number  of  properties  in  connection 
with  preparations  for  the  next  stage  in  the  Council's  programme  for  the 
clearance  of  unfit  houses.  Provided  that  the  necessary  number  of  new  houses  is 
available,  action  in  relation  to  most  of  the  remaining  unfit  houses  in  the  City 
should  be  possible  during  the  next  five  years.  Reinspections  at  all  the  houses 
in  Stowe  Street  which  were  the  subject  of  a  Ministry  Enquiry  were  ma.de  shortly 
before  the  Enquiry  was  held. 

It  is  regrettable  that  very  few  owners  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
assistance  afforded  by  Improvement  Grants.  In  fact,  most  of  the  applicants  aro 
occupiers  who  have  acquired  their  houses,  and  are  anxious  to  provide  the 
facilities  now  regarded  as  essential,  such  as  indoor  sanitation  with  bathroom 
and  internal  hot  water  supply.  This  subject  lias  been  discussed  at  meetings  of 
my  Association,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  growing  feeling  that  some  change  in 
legislation  might  result  in  a  solution.  The  problem  appears  to  be  one  of 
economics.  There  are  occupiers  who  feel  their  circumstances  would  not  warrant 
the  increased  rent  which  structural  improvements  would  make  necessary,  whilst 
owners  are  naturally  cautious  about  schemes  which  could  prove  uneconomical. 

It  is  significant  that  the  majority  of  rented  houses  which  become  vacant  are 
offered  for  sale.  These  considerations  seem  to  justify  my  previously  expressed 
opinion  that  the  time  wall  come  when  all  houses  will  be  owned  either  by  the 
o-ccupiers  or  by  the  local  authority.  It  would  be  sound  policy  to  encourage  as 
many  families  as  possible  to  own  their  houses,  since  it  is  well  known  that  this  is 
conducive  to  higher  standards  of  care  and  maintenance. 


PREVENTION  OF  .ITMjSPHIRIC  POLLUTION 

As  in. previous  years,  regular  observations  were  made  on  chimneys  of 
industrial  installations  in  the  City.  In  one  case  where  dark  brown  smoke  was 
observed,  the  trouble  was  found  to  have  been  due  to  adjustments  which  were 
being  made  in  the  boiler  house.  This  was  subsequently  remedied,  and  observations 
made  at  a  later  stage  showed  that  conditions  were  satisfactory.  Pive  complaints 
were  received  in  connection  with  alleged  nuisance  from  the  burning  of  trade 
refuse.  All  these  were  carefully  investigated  and  suggestions  for  avoiding 
cause  for  complaint  were  made  to  the  owners  of  the  premises  concerned.  In  twro 
cases,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  trade  refuse  involved  to  be  removed  from 
the  premises  and  dealt  with  elsewhere.  Visits  are  made  to  sites  where  new 
dwelling-houses  are  being  built  to  ascertain  the  provisions  being  made  to 
ensure  that  heating  appliances  will  consume  smokeless  fuel.  The  majority  of 
prospective  house  purchasers  seem  willing  to  co-operate  in  this  connection. 

In  view  of  the  percentage  of  inpurities  in  the  atmosphere  which  experts 
attribute  to  domestic  fires,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  measures  vd.ll  shortly  be 
undertaken  to  ensure  that  existing  houses  are  brought  into  line  with  modem 
requirements  so  far  as  smoko  abatement  is  concerned.  1  have  long  considered 
that  this  aspect  of  air  sanitation  has  not  received  the  consideration  wnich 
its  importance  warrants.  The  fact  tha.t  smoke  recognises  no  boundaries  is 
amply  demonstrated  in  the  City  of  Lichfield  when  the  wind  blows  in  from  the 
industrial  regions.  It  is  my  hope  that  progress  now  being  made  in  the 
establishment  of  smokeless  zones  in  the  industrial  parts  of  the  midlands  will 
soon  be  reflected  in  improved  atmospiieric  conditions  in  tils  City. 


t 


. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Results  have  shown  that  the  Council’s  decision  to  appoint  a  part-time 
rodent  operator  has  been  fully  justified.  The  policy  of  block  surveys  has 
been  continued.  For  this  purpose,  work  is  done  in  sections,  the  survey  being 
commenced  on  the  City  boundary  and  afterwards  carried  on  towards  the  centre. 
This  procedure  has  disclosed  minor  infestations  which  would  have  otherwise 
escaped  notice  until  they  had  become  more  firmly  established. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  occupiers  of  trade  premises  have  been  willing  to 
co-operate  when  treatment  has  been  found  necessary.  In  four  cases, 
accumulations  of  trade  refuse  had  to  be  dealt  with  before  rodent  control 
treatment  could  be  undertaken. 

A  recurrent  minor  infestation  of  rats  in  the  banks  of  the  disused  canal 
in  Tamworth  Road  has  been  kept  under  control  by  regular  inspections  followed  by 
baiting  when  necessary. 

Some  occupiers  of  premises  have  raised  questions  regarding  the  efficacy  of 
warfarin  for  the  extermination  of  mice.  The  problem  has  been  the  subject  of 
research  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  provided  the  ingredients  of  baits  are 
in  correct  proportions,  the  substance  is  effective. 


POOD  HYGIENE 


As  a  result  of  frequent  inspections  and  reinspcctions  the  standard  of 
hygiene  at  food  premises  in  the  City  has  been  greatly  improved.  In  one  case 
the  food  preparation  rooms  were  entirely  reconstructed,  and  equipped  with  modern 
appliances  capable  of  being  readily  cleansed.  New  dining  accommodation  was  also 
provided.  There  are  still  two  important  catering  establishments  in  the  City 
where  food  preparation  is  difficult  because  of  restricted  space.  In  one  case 
the  kitchen  is  too  small  for  the  volume  of  trade  carried  on  during  the  holiday 
see.son.  This  disadvantage  has  been  pointed  out  to  the  proprietor,  who  lias  been 
requested  to  provide  improved  accommodation  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  other 
case  is  more  difficult,  because  the  present  site  of  the  premises  will  not  admit 
any  extension,  but  it  is  hoped  that  redevelopments  now  being  commenced  in  the 
street  concerned  will  enable  a  solution  to  be  found.  Particular  attention  has 
been  paid  to  food  handling.  Informal  notices  were  necessary  in  five  cases 
where  protective  clothing  was  unsatisfactory.  In  two  cases  occupiers  were 
required  to  make  more  suitable  provision  for  the  temporary  storage  of  kitchen 
refuse.  The  provision  of  refrigerated  display  cabinets  in  sore  food  shops  has 
been  a  valuable  contribution  to  food  hygiene.  The  roasting  of  chickens  is 
carried  on  at  two  food  shops  in  the  City.  Special  visits  were  made  in  this 
connection,  and  the  occupiers  were  advised  to  take  particular  care  to  ensure 
that  no  cooked  food  was  re-heated  before  sale. 


SALE  OP  ICE-CREAM 


In  only  one  case  is  ice-cream  manuf actured  on  the  premises.  This  is  a 
small  cafe  where  a  cold-mix  is  used.  The  premises  are  inspected  at  regular 
intervals,  to  ensure  that  a  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained. 
In  all  other  cases  ice-cream  is  supplied  by  one  or  other  of  the  well  known 
wholesalers.  The  majority  of  retailers  in  the  City  sell  only  pre-packed  ice¬ 
cream,  which  in  most  cases  is  stored  in  refrigerated  cabinets  supplied  by  the 
manufacturers.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  p2  premises  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream  -  most  of  these  being  shops  where  groceries  or  confections 
are  sold. 


THE  INSPECTION  OP  IiSAT  AND  OTHER  POODS. 


The  end  of  the  year  marked  the  end  of  slaughtering  at  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  City.  In  the  case  of  Quant rill’s  in  Tamworth  Street,  the  licence 
expired  at  tlx;  end  of  June.  Supplies  were  subsequently  received  from  a 
wholesaler  outside  the  City.  The  quality  of  the  pork  retailed  here  continues 
to  be  good.  The  '  remises  in  Tamworth  Street  arc  still  used  for  the  manufacture 


of  butchers’  by-products,  including  sausage,  faggots,  brawn  and  pork  -pies. 

In  the  case  of  the  slaughter-house  in  Backcester  Lane,  slaughtering  was 
allowed  to  continue  until  the  end  of  September , to  enable  the  occupier  to  make 
suitable  arrangements  for  his  slaughter-house  work  to  be  carried  on  at  new 
premises  outside  the  City. 

The  carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  City  were 
inspected.  These  "./ere :  - 

.beasts  ...  ...  ...  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  I  a  5 

Bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,-'0 
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Particulars  of  articles  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction  after 
having  been  adjuged  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  as  follows: - 


29  Bovine  Livers  . 

9  0  0 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

...  Liver  Flukes 

1  Bovine  Liver  . . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

...  Abcesses 

1  Pigs’  Carcase  &  all  organs 

0  0  0 

0  0  • 

•  •  0 

. . .  Generalized 

Tuberculosis 

9  Pigs’  Meads  . 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

O  0  0 

. . .  Tuberculosis 

5  Pigs’  Plucks  . 

•  •  • 

#00 

0  0O 

. . .  Inflammation 

Particulars  of  articles  of  food  which  were  destroyed  after  inspection  in 
shops  and  stores  are  set  out  in  the  following  table. 


Beef 

144  lbs. 

Marmalade 

1 

J  ar 

Beans 

9  Tins 

Mixed  Vegetables 

2 

Tins 

Bacon 

8  lbs. 

Mallow  Creams 

62 

Pack? 

Butter 

1  lb. 

Ox  Tongue 

4  Tins 

Beans  in  Hamburgers 

1  Tin 

Ox  Tongue 

2 

lbs. 

Chopped  Pork 

2  Tins 

Oranges 

9 

Tins 

Corned  Beef 

5  " 

Orange  M/Lade 

1 

Tin 

Gorned  Beef 

6  lbs. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

3 

Tins 

Casserole  Steak 

1  Tin 

Pi^s  Kidneys 

1 

Box 

Cheese 

26  lbs. 

Pork  Sausage 

36  lbs. 

Casserole  Meat 

3  Tins 

Pork  Loin 

3 

Tins 

Carnation  Milk 

5  " 

Peas 

7 

If 

Cidckens 

1  n  11 

4^ 

Pears 

4 

II 

Coconut  Mallows 

20  Cartons 

Peaches 

12 

II 

Cooked  Pork 

4  lb.  10  ozs. 

Plums 

2 

71 

Coffee 

1  Tin 

Pineapple 

1 

Tin 

Cheoso  Spread 

1 9  Boxe  s 

Pal  Meat 

5 

Tins 

Coconut  Mallows 

3  lbs. 

Quaker  Oat  Krunchees 

3 

Tf 

Fruit  Salad 

9  Tins 

Rhubarb 

1 

Tin 

Fus sells  Milk 

1  Tin 

Rasberrie  s 

1 

ii 

Gammon 

1  " 

Salmon 

4  Tins 

Grapefruit 

24  ” 

Stowed  Steak 

6 

IT 

Grapefruit  Juice 

1  " 

Soup 

13 

tf 

Ham 

2  Tins 

Sardines 

1 

Tin 

Ideal  Milk 

3  " 

Shoulder  Picnic 

1 

!f 

Irish  Stew 

1  Tin 

S.P. C.  Five  Fruits 

1 

II 

Jellies 

8  doz. 

Tomatoes 

16 

Tins 

Jam 

7  Jars 

Veal 

1 

Tin 

Lunch  Tongue 

1  lb. 

As  no  destructor  is  available,  all  articles  of  unsound  food  are  collected 
by  the  house  refuse  vehicles  and  buried  at  the  tap.  Records  are  kept  ox  all 
materials  so  disposed  of,  and  the  traders  concerned  are  supplied  with 
certificates  ;iving  full  particulars  of  the  articles  involved. 


